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Welcome Back to School, Monterey Peninsula Military Families!

With the new school year underway, | want to wish all of our
military-connected students, families, teachers, and school staff a successful
and rewarding year. | am proud to serve as your School Liaison Officer and am
committed to supporting student achievement, strengthening school
partnerships, and connecting families with the resources they need to thrive.

As the NSA Monterey School Liaison Officer, | help military families navigate
educational transitions and connect with public, charter, private, and
homeschool opportunities. Support is available for school enrollment,
transition planning, special education resources, graduation requirements,
deployment-related concerns, and connections to local youth and educational
programs. My goal is to help every military-connected student succeed
academically, socially, and emotionally.

| further encourage families to become actively involved in their school
communities. Volunteering, joining parent organizations (like PTA), attending
school events, and building relationships with educators are meaningful ways
to support student success and strengthen connections within the school
community. Military families bring valuable experiences and perspectives that
enrich our local schools.

As the year unfolds, | encourage you to stay engaged, ask questions, and take
advantage of the many resources available throughout our community.
Together, we can support student success and strengthen military family
readiness. The School Liaison Office is here to support our military families
every step of the way, and | wish you a year filled with learning, growth, and
achievement.

Contact Information

John J. McKenzie

School Liaison Officer, NSA Monterey

Email: john.mckenzie@nps.edu

Office Phone: (831) 656-1008 | Cellular Phone: (831) 305-3904
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Captain's Corner: Leading the Way - Supporting Military Families
and Student Success

Dear NSA Monterey Military Families,

With the new school year now underway, | would like to extend my best
wishes to all of our students, parents, educators, and school staff as they
begin another year of learning, growth, and opportunity. For many
military-connected families, August marks not only the start of a new
school year but also the continuation of a journey filled with transitions,
new experiences, and fresh beginnings.

Whether your child is attending school in Monterey County for the first
time, returning to a familiar campus, or adjusting to a recent Permanent
Change of Station (PCS) move, the Naval Support Activity Monterey
(NSAM) School Liaison Program remains committed to supporting your
family's educational success. The beginning of the school year can bring
excitement as well as challenges, and we encourage families to stay
engaged with their schools, cormmunicate regularly with teachers and
counselors, and take advantage of the many resources available to
military-connected students.

Although classes have already begun, it is not too late for families who
recently arrived in the area to connect with the School Liaison Officer
(SLO) for assistance with enrollment, school selection, special education
support, Interstate Compact questions, and information about local
programs and services. Our goal is to ensure every military child
experiences a smooth transition and has the support needed to thrive
academically, socially, and emotionally. In addition, the SLO maintains a
variety of school supplies available to support students throughout their
educational journey and help ensure they are equipped for a successful
school year.

Looking Back . .. Looking Ahead

As we move forward into the school year, we continue to reflect on the
significance of our nation's 250th Anniversary of Independence,
commemorated this summer. This historic milestone provided an
opportunity to celebrate the ideals, accomplishments, and sacrifices that
have shaped our country over the past two-and-a-half centuries.




Captain's Corner - cont.

The semiquincentennial reminds us that America's strength has always
been built upon the dedication and service of its citizens, including
generations of military members and their families. The resilience
demonstrated by military families through deployments, relocations,
and changing circumstances embodies the enduring spirit that has
helped sustain our nation throughout its history.

As students settle into their routines and begin pursuing new goals this
academic year, we are reminded that they represent the next
generation of leaders, innovators, and citizens who will help shape
America's future. The values of service, perseverance, responsibility, and
commitment that military families instill in their children continue to
strengthen our communities, our schools, and our nation.

Thank you for all you do in support of our military community. We wish
every student a successful, rewarding, and inspiring school year. Please
know that Naval Support Activity Monterey remains committed to
supporting you every step of the way.

Very respectfully,

Ryan T. Easterday

Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Naval Support Activity Monterey




Discover the CYP Teen & Youth Programs - Malke Friends,
Build Skills, & Have Fun!
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Looking for the ultimate after-school hangout?

If you have a teen who loves to connect, create, learn, and have fun, the FREE
Teen Program at the Tech Connection in La Mesa Village is the place to be!
Open to military-connected youth ages 12 and older in grades 7-12, this exciting
program offers a welcoming space where teens can be themselves, make new

friends, and discover new interests.

More than just an after-school or school break program, the Teen Program is a
safe, relaxed drop-in environment where teens can build confidence, develop
leadership skills, and create lasting connections with their peers. Whether
they're looking to explore their creativity, try something new, or simply unwind
after a busy school day, there's something for everyone.

Teens can come and go while enjoying activities focused on:
« Building self esteem

« Making healthy friendships

« Leadership & community service
« Academic support

« Arts & crafts

« STEM

« Sports & healthy choices

* Youth Sponsorship

« Games and activities

« And plenty of social time!

Ready to help your teen unlock new opportunities, make lasting friendships,
and create unforgettable memories? To learn more or get your teen involved,
call the Tech Connection at (831) 656-2127. Give them a place to belong, grow,
and thrive. Your teen will be glad you did!




Military Child Education Coalition Corner

The Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) has released its
schedule for August Parent Webinars, offering valuable resources for
military-connected families. Dedicated to supporting these students,
MCEC works to educate, advocate, and collaborate to address the
unique educational challenges tied to military life. This month's
webinars cover a range of essential topics, including:

Communication Skills
Back-to-School Basics
Teen Mental Health
Bullying

Healthy Coping Strategies

Visit the MCEC Parent Webinar page today! To catch up on past
webinars visit the MCEC YouTube Channel. Here you will be able
access past Parent Webinars and gain valuable insights at your own
pace. Don’t miss out!

Other Important MPUSD Dates

Monterey Peninsula Union School District - School Board Meetings
* August 25| 6:30 PM | 540 Canyon Del Rey, Del Rey Oaks

MPUSD Back-to-school Nights

« Marshall Elementary School - August 24 | 4:30 PM - 6 PM
» La Mesa School - August 26 | 4:30 PM - 6 PM

» Seaside Middle School - August 26 | 5 PM - 6:30 PM
Pacific Grove USD Back-to-school-night:

Carmel USD Back-to-school-night:

Check your child's school or district website, ParentSquare, and
notices for more information on upcoming events.



https://militarychild.org/event/parent-webinars-3/
https://www.pgusd.org/Calendar/index.html
https://www.carmelunified.org/families/carmelcalendar

Helptul Links for Monterey Military Families

NSA Monterey Child Youth Program (CYP)

« Navy School Liaison Officer

« Tech Connection Teen & Youth Center (Monterey)
« Navy Child Development Center

« Youth Sponsorship

 Military Child Care

Presidio of Monterey Child Youth Services (CYS)
« Army School Liaison Officer

- Porter Youth Center and Teen Sports (Seaside)
« Army Child Development Center

Tutoring Resources
» For US Military and Their Families - tutor.com



https://monterey.navylifesw.com/child-youth/school-liaison
https://monterey.navylifesw.com/programs/caf164f2-7bb9-4827-aaab-f59a05326597
https://military.tutor.com/home
https://presidio.armymwr.com/programs/child-development-center-cdc
https://presidio.armymwr.com/programs/youth-center
https://presidio.armymwr.com/programs/school-support-services
https://militarychildcare.com/
https://monterey.navylifesw.com/child-youth/youth-sponsorship
https://monterey.navylifesw.com/programs/04627c97-031e-46d9-984a-06df6f8a7cb9

